QUARTET IN AUTUMN

Quartet in Autumn is one of the books Pym wrote during the 15 years when no one
would publish her, and perhaps the same kind of balance between hopelessness and
inner strength helped shape this novel's story about four friends in an office nearing
the age of retirement. They are people who have lived unspectacularly, but who have
conjured a sense of themselves from the quartet's unity. Things start to change when
two of them retire. Pym maps this...
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Peek Inside the Book

One did not drink sherry before the evening, just as one did not read a novel in the morning. Barbara Pym,
Quartet in Autumn

She had always been an unashamed reader of novels ... Barbara Pym, Quartet in Autumn

Reader's Opinions

This was recommended to me by various bloggers and certainly lived up to their praise. Originally
published in 1977, this was Pyms seventh novel out of nine; she died in 1980. Its about four London office
workers, all sixty-somethings who are partnerless and dont have, or at least dont live with, any immediate
family members. We never...
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