
BEYOND	KATRINA:	A	MEDITATION	ON	THE
MISSISSIPPI	GULF	COAST
Beyond	 Katrina	 is	 poet	 Natasha	 Trethewey’s	 very	 personal	 profile	 of	 the	 Mississippi
Gulf	 Coast	 and	 of	 the	 people	 there	 whose	 lives	 were	 forever	 changed	 by	 hurricane
Katrina.Trethewey	 spent	 her	 childhood	 in	 Gulfport,	 where	 much	 of	 her	 mother’s
extended	family,	including	her	younger	brother,	still	lives.	As	she	worked	to	understand
the	 devastation	 that	 followed	 the	 hurricane,	 Trethewey	 found	 inspiration	 in	 Robert
Penn	Warren’s	book	Segregation:	The	Inner	Conflict	in	the...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
Although	 I	 had	 intended	 to	 consider	 the	 impossibility	 of	 returning	 to	 those	 places	weve	 come	 fromnot
because	the	places	are	gone	or	substantially	different	but	because	we	areby	August	of	2005,	the	poem	had
become	 quite	 literal:	 so	 much	 of	 what	 Id	 known	 of	 my	 home	 was	 either	 gone	 or	 forever
changed.Trethewey,	Natasha	(2010-09-15).	Beyond	Katrina:	A	Meditation	on	the...

Reader's	Opinions
A	good	family	memoire,	a	great	look	at	how	the	disaster	happened	to	individuals.	Recommended.
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