
WE	NEED	TO	TALK	ABOUT	KEVIN
Two	years	ago,	 Eva	Khatchadourian's	 son,	Kevin,	murdered	 seven	of	his	 fellow	high-
school	 students,	 a	 cafeteria	worker,	 and	 a	 popular	 algebra	 teacher.	 Because	 he	was
only	 fifteen	at	 the	time	of	 the	killings,	he	received	a	 lenient	sentence	and	 is	now	 in	a
prison	for	young	offenders	in	upstate	New	York.	Telling	the	story	of	Kevin's	upbringing,
Eva	addresses	herself...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
Holocausts	do	not	 amaze	me.	Rapes	and	 child	 slavery	do	not	 amaze	me.	And	Franklin,	 I	 know	you	 feel
otherwise,	but	Kevin	does	not	amaze	me.	 I	am	amazed	when	I	drop	a	glove	 in	the	street	and	a	teenager
runs	two	blocks	to	return	it.	I	am	amazed	when	a	checkout	girl	flashes	me	a	wide...

In	a	country	that	doesn't	discriminate	between	fame	and	infamy,	the	latter	presents	itself	as	plainly	more
achievable.	Lionel	Shriver,	We	Need	to	Talk	About	Kevin

Reader's	Opinions
This	 is	 an	 unsettling	 book,	 although	 I	would	 not	 say	 (as	 one	 critic	 did)	 that	 it	 is	 harrowing.	 It	 lacks	 the
immediacy	 that	 this	would	 need,	 as	 it	 is	 exclusively	 told	 in	 flashback,	 and	 furthermore	 the	 structure	 is
epistolary	-...

This	book	should	be	sold	at	the	pharmaceutical	counter	right	next	to	birth	control	pills,	 I	cant	think	of	a
better	deterrent	for	unwanted	pregnancy.	It	did	a	great	job	of	confirming	a	few	truisms,	maternal	instincts
are	not	a	given,	some	children	are	just	born	bad,	and	the	worst	mistake	a	couple	can	make	is	to	allow	a
child	to	divide...
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